
Dire Diversions: Awful Alter Egos
Count Olaf and his crew often wear disguises 

and create aliases. They may choose to 
scramble up the letters in their names to 

make an anagram. For example, an anagram 
of the name Brian could be Nirba.  

They may also use alliteration or rhyming 
to confuse others. For example, Susan might 

call herself “Superstitious Susan,” or Brad 
might call himself “Sad Brad.” 

Practice creating aliases using anagrams, 
alliteration or rhyming.  

Bonus: Try out some of the various finery 
disguises from your V.F.D. Disguise Kit
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Dire Diversions: 
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REPRODUCIBLE  ACTIVIT Y

A Series of Unfortunate Events
CONVOLUTED CODE



SECRET IN A MESSAGE 
BBeellooww  iiss  aa  lleetttteerr  ffrroomm  LLeemmoonnyy  SSnniicckkeett  wwaarrnniinngg  yyoouu  ooff  tthhee  wwhheerreeaabboouuttss  ooff  CCoouunntt
OOllaaff..  CCiirrccllee  tthhee  ssppeelllliinngg  eerrrroorrss  aanndd  wwrriittee  oouutt  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  oorr  mmiissssiinngg  lleetttteerrss  
oonn  tthhee  lliinneess  pprroovviiddeedd  aatt  tthhee  bboottttoomm  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggee..  WWhheenn  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ccoommpplleetteedd  tthhiiss
ggrruueelliinngg  ttaasskk,,  iitt  wwiillll  rreevveeaall  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ppllaacceess  tthhaatt  CCoouunntt  OOllaaff  tteerrrriiffiieess  tthhee  BBaauuddeellaaiirreess..

Dear Reader:

If this letter has reached you, it must mean that you have read the woeful
tales of the Baudelaires. Against your better judgment and my konstant
warnings, you have chosen to reed about the misery and horrors that
have befallen Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire. From the terible
news on the beach, to the deadly serpents, the hungry leeches, and the
angry mob, you have sadly shared in their suffering. Now, they need
your help. If you are up to this task, you can help find the Baudelaires to
warn them that Court Olaf is on the prowl.  

However, you must fand the clue yourself. When you have uncovered
the clue, be very careful not to say it out loud, for surely Count Olaf
and his associates are close by, listening to ebery word you say. So, keep
it to yourself, but be sure to find a way to relay the messuge to the
Baudelaires without being caught.  

I hope you, unlike the ill-fated Baudelaires, are lucky enough to survive
this risky mission.  

With al due respect, 

Lemony Snicket
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KKllaauuss  BBaauuddeellaaiirree  uusseess  bbooookkss  ttoo  ffiinndd  ssoolluuttiioonnss  ttoo
pprroobblleemmss  aatt  hhaanndd..  GGiivveenn  tthhee  uunnffoorrttuunnaattee  eevveennttss
bbeellooww,,  ffiinndd  tthhee  ttiittllee  ooff  aa  bbooookk  wwhheerree  yyoouu  mmiigghhtt
ffiinndd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  tthhaatt  ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu..SCAVENGER 

HUNT

1

2

3

4

5

6

You overhear a conversation between Count Olaf and a French-speaking
associate. The associate says, “Je veux des gants noir.”

Title of a book that might help you:

One of Count Olaf ’s associates is making you dinner and insists that
cyanide is a key ingredient in chicken parmigiana.

Title of a book that might help you:

You are being chased by a pack of wild dogs and need to find a way 
to tame them.

Title of a book that might help you:

You are told that you may not see the Quagmire triplets because they
have a highly contagious disease called scoliosis.

Title of a book that might help you:

You are trying to plan an escape route to another country, but you’re
not familiar with the local roads.

Title of a book that might help you:

Violet receives a mysterious plant as a gift from an unidentified secret
admirer. The plant has red, waxy leaves.

Title of a book that might help you:
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The Solutions
Secret Message: 
The errors:  

• konstant (constant) 
• reed (read) 
• terible (terrible) 
• Court (Count) 
• fand (find) 
• ebery (every) 
• messuge (message) 
• al (all) 

Answer: CARNIVAL 

Scavenger Hunt: 
Try using these books to find the information you need:  

• A French/English dictionary  
• A cookbook 
• Books about dogs 
• A medical book 
• A road atlas 
• Books about plants 


